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Bike Safety Tips & Laws

USE LIGHTS AT NIGHT

The law requires a strong headlight (visible
from at least 500 feet) and rear reflector
or taillight (visible from 600 feet behind)
at night or when visibility is poor. Wear
light-colored clothing with reflective tape
for extra visibility.

( ¢ OBEY TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS

: AND LAWS
: o Bicyclists must obey the rules of the road.
\j I Be visible, predictable, and flow with the
traffic stream.
SEE————T

NEVER RIDE AGAINST TRAFFIC

Motorists are looking left for traffic, not
bicyclists on the wrong side of the road.

Wrong-way riding cyclists are twice as
likely to get in a crash as those riding with
traffic. It is against the law to ride against
traffic, EVEN in a bike lane.

[ w & | USE HAND SIGNALS

‘ Hand signals tell motorists what you
intend to do. Signal as a matter of law, of
courtesy, and of protection.

AVOID ROAD HAZARDS

/% Watch out for drainage grates, sewer
covers, oily pavement, wet leaves, gravel,
and ice. Lane markings and manhole
covers can be slippery when wet. Cross
railroad tracks at a right angle.

USE BICYCLE TRAFFIC
DETECTION DEVICES

Look for a small, white bicycle decal in the
pavement at an intersection. Place your
bicycle over it to change the traffic signal.

KNOW WHAT'S BEHIND YOU

Look over your shoulder, or use a mirror, to
keep track of traffic near you.

RIDE SLOWLY AROUND PEOPLE

Pedestrians have the right of way. By law,
you must give an audible warning when
preparing to pass (call out, or ring a bell or
horn). Riding on sidewalks is not allowed in
any locations.

= BE PREPARED FOR A VEHICLE
PULLING INTO YOUR PATH

'?'f' Until you make eye contact, assume that
a stopped motorist in a driveway or cross
street has not seen you approach.

I _£
8 0 DON'T WEAVE BETWEEN
“\| PARKED CARS
i Ride in a straight line as close as possible
@ ~# totheright Ride consistently, and always
scan parked vehicles for people who may
open a door in your path.

USE CAUTION WHEN PASSING

You may pass slowed or stopped traffic
on the right only when it is safe. Be very
careful when overtaking cars and stay out
of a motorist’s blind spot as a driver may
not signal when turning.

RIDE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE
LANE IN SLOW TRAFFIC

Get in the middle of the lane at busy
intersections whenever you are moving at
the same speed as traffic. Always signal
when moving to the center of the lane.

LEFT RIGHT
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€

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO
_ MAKE A LEFT TURN
Signhal, move into the left lane (or left side

¥ , of lane) and turn left.

Ride straight to the far side crosswalk and
walk your bike across.

BICYCLE PARKING TIPS

Bicycle theft is a common problem. Never leave your
bike unlocked, not even for a second! Always lock the
frame and front wheel to a secure rack or post, since the
front wheel can often be easily removed from a bike.

N

For extra security remove the front wheel and lock it
with the frame and rear wheel.
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