
The Mid-Willamette Valley Area Commission on Transportation is pleased to comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA).  If you need special accommodations including a sign language interpreter to attend this 
meeting, a complete agenda packet, or additional information, please contact Lori Moore at (503) 540-1609 or 
send e-mail to lomoore@mwvcog.org at least 72 hours prior to the meeting.  Alternate formats available upon 
request.  Thank you. 
 
 

Agenda 
 Mid-Willamette Valley Area 
 Commission on Transportation  
 (MWACT) 

 
 
 
Date: Thursday, December 2, 2021 
Time: 3:30 p.m.  
Place: Online meeting of MWACT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Times listed below are approximate.  Agenda items may be considered at any time or in any order per discretion 
of the MWACT Chair and/or member of the Commission, in order for the Commission to conduct the business of 
the Commission efficiently.  Persons wishing to be present for a particular item are advised to arrive prior to the 
scheduled beginning of the meeting in order to avoid missing the presentation of items of interest. 

At the MWVCOG, we are taking extra precautions to protect against the COVID-19 by 
implementing additional cleaning protocols and social distancing practices.  At this time, we 
are not hosting MWACT meetings in person.  We are requesting all MWACT members, local 
staff, and the public to participate via Zoom.  If participating via Zoom (using a computer or 
by phone) is not an option, please contact our offices (at 503-588-6177) 24 hours before the 
meeting begins.   
 
For MWACT members – Please RVSP (e-mail to lomoore@mwvcog.org), so we can best 
prepare for the MWACT meeting.    
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96840838274 

 
Meeting ID: 968 4083 8274 

 
Dial by your location 

         
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Meeting ID: 968 4083 8274 
 

Trouble Connecting?  Contact Karen Odenthal at 503-798-5584 or  
Mike Jaffe at 503-540-1606 

 

mailto:lomoore@mwvcog.org
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3:30 p.m. Item 1. Call MWACT Meeting To Order ........................ Chair Ken Woods, Jr. 
 
 Welcome and Introductions 
 Approval of October 2, 2021 Meeting Summary 
 Approval of November 4, 2021 Steering Committee Summary 

Public Comment 
Comments from the Legislative Delegation 
OTC Comments  
Commission Discussion/Area Updates 
 

3:45   p.m. Item 2. IIJA Funds for Oregon ............................................................. ODOT Staff 
   

  The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) was passed by the 
House of Representatives and signed by President Biden on 
November 15, 2021.  IIJA contains a full five-year transportation 
reauthorization and will significantly increase federal funding to 
Oregon.  ODOT estimates that IIJA will provide an additional $1.2 
billion to Oregon over 5 years with about $1 billion for highways 
and $200 million for transit.  (See the attached ODOT Press Release 
of November 7, 2021, that includes Oregon Transportation 
Commission (OTC) Chair Bob Van Brocklin’s statement regarding 
the use of these funds.)   

 
  An ODOT representative will give a presentation of the how the $1.2 

billion in additional funds are allocated among programs 
(addressing climate change, resilience, bridges, safety, active 
transportation, local programs (cities, counties, MPOs), and public 
transportation) as specified in the new law.    

 
  Approximately $350 - $400 million of the $1 billion in highway 

funds Oregon will receive are flexible funds, with their use up to the 
discretion of the OTC.  The OTC is seeking stakeholder and public 
input – including ACTs - to help them decide how to allocate these 
flexible funds to best meet the OTC/ODOT Strategic Action Plan and 
the state’s transportation goals.  The OTC is interested in hearing 
where there are the major shortfalls and/or gaps in Oregon’s 
transportation system that this additional flexible funding can help 
fill.  SKATS staff and the SKATS TAC discussed initial suggestions for 
a letter to the OTC about general and specific needs with SKATS.  
Staff will discuss these suggestions and look for the committee’s 
direction about providing this feedback to the OTC.   

    
Action: Discuss feedback to the OTC. 
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4:15   p.m. Item 3. “Blueprint for Urban Design” Presentation .............  Jenna Berman 
    ODOT 

  
  ODOT released their “Blueprint for Urban Design” (BUD) in 2020.  

Through the Blueprint, ODOT is making performance-based design its 
new approach to plan and design urban environments.  Performance-
based design is a shift away from applying strict design standards and 
toward designing based on context.   

 
  The Blueprint for Urban Design encompasses the revised ODOT urban 

design criteria.  It follows federal guidelines and principles utilizing a 
performance based, context sensitive, practical design approach to 
provide flexibility where warranted to produce appropriate designs to 
accommodate all modes of transportation affecting all urban roadway 
users.  Tradeoffs between design elements in urban cross-sections are 
inevitable when working within the built environment.  The Blueprint 
for Urban Design provides information and criteria to aid project teams 
to make appropriate choices when developing final project designs to 
meet established project goals and create the expected outcomes. 

 
Action: Information item. 

 
4:40   p.m. Item 4. Report on ACT Chairs Meeting; Feedback on Changes to ACT 

Formation and Operations Policy ................................ Ken Woods Jr.  
   

  The ACT Chairs met on October 13th to discuss the changes to the 
ACT Formation and Operation Policy document.  It was also 
discussed at the November 4 MWACT Steering Committee meeting.   

 
  The document was revised to align with OTC changes and priorities 

and the OTC’s Strategic Action Plan.  Major changes to the document 
(attached with changes shown in-line) occur in the section II:  
Roles and Responsibilities.   There are changes to the primary and 
optional responsibilities of ACTs, the role of the OTC (including 
having two OTC members be liaisons to the ACTs), and the role of 
ODOT staff. 

 
  In Section IV:  ACT Structure and Membership, there are changes 

to ACT membership description. 
 
  Other minor changes are in the Introduction, regarding public 

involvement, making recommendations through ODOT to the OTC, 
Coordination, and the content of a Work Plan.  

 
Action: Feedback to ODOT staff on the revisions to the “Formation and 

Operations of ACTs” document. 
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5:00 p.m.  Item 5. Other Business .......................................................................... ODOT Staff 

 
• Next MWACT Meeting – January 6, 2021 

 
5:15 p.m.  Item 6. Adjournment .......................................................... Chair Ken Woods, Jr. 



Summary 
 

Mid-Willamette Valley Area Commission on Transportation (MWACT) 
MWVCOG Conference Room 

100 High St. SE, Suite 200 
Salem, OR 97301 

Thursday, October 7, 2021 
 

This meeting was a call-in meeting with people attending via Zoom.   
Attendance is listed as follows: 

 
 
MWACT Members Present 
 
Cathy Clark, 2021 Vice Chair, Keizer Mayor 
Ian Davidson, SAMTD Board of Directors 
John Huestis, ODOT Region 2  
Tom Hammer, Yamhill County Private Sector 
Scott Hill, 99W/18/47 Corridor, McMinnville Mayor 
Casey Kulla, Yamhill County Board of Commissioners 
Michael Langley, Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
Jim Lewis, Salem City Council 
Lyle Mordhorst, Polk County Board of Commissioners 
Della Seney, Hwy. 22E Corridor, Aumsville City Council 
Mitch Teal, Marion County Private Sector 
Ken Woods, Jr., 2021 Chair, Dallas City Council 
 
MWACT Members Absent 
 
Danielle Bethell, Marion County Board of Commissioners 
Kathy Hadley, Polk County Private Sector 
Walt Perry, I-5 Corridor, Jefferson City Council 
Jim Sears, 99E/213 Corridor, Silverton City Council 
Cynthia Thompson, YCTA 
 
Others Present 
 
Mark Bernard, ODOT 
Brennan Burbank, ODOT 
Ross Day, Keizer  City Council (Alternate for Cathy Clark) 
Steve Dickey, SAMTD 
Kristine Evertz, Summit Strategies 
Dan Fricke, ODOT Region 2 
Mike Jaffe, MWVCOG-MWACT/SKATS Staff 
Rachel King, Amity Mayor 
Lori Moore, MWVCOG-MWACT/SKATS Staff 

Draft Draft 
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Karen Odenthal, MWVCOG/SKATS Staff 
Janelle Shanahan, Marion County Public Works 
Ken Shonkwiler, ODOT 
Trevor Sleeman, ODOT 
Julie Warncke, Salem Public Works 
 
Agenda Item 1. Call to Order – 3:30 p.m. – Introductions 
 
Chair Ken Woods, Jr., called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m.   
 
Summary of September 2, 2021: The summary of the September 2, 2021, meeting was 

approved as submitted by consensus of the members 
present online. 

 
Public Comment:  There were no comments from the public. 
 
Comments from the Legislative Delegation:  There were no comments from the 

 legislative delegation. 
 
OTC Comments:   There were no comments from the Oregon Transportation Commission 

(OTC) members. 
 

Commission Discussion/Area Updates:  Dan Fricke informed the group that he was able 
to provide some answers that Kathy Hadley 
asked during the September 2, 2021, MWACT 
meeting related to maintenance issues.   

 
 John Huestis, ODOT, announced that today will 

be his last MWACT meeting.  He is leaving to 
accept a position in Alaska.  Anna Henson will be 
the interim Area Manager and ODOT 
representative to MWACT until a permanent 
replacement is determined.  MWACT members 
expressed their appreciation to Mr. Huestis for 
his service to the jurisdictions in the tri-county 
area. 

 
Agenda Item 2.   Federal Funding Update 
 
Due to technical difficulties, presentation of this item was delayed until later in the meeting. 
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Agenda Item 3. OR 18 @ OR 22 (Valley Junction) 

Brennan Burbank provided an overview related to the history and status of the OR 18 @ 
OR 22 (Valley Junction) project.  Mr. Burbank explained that in May 2021, three 
alternatives that were evaluated to address issues for the area near Grand Ronde where OR 
18 meets OR 22.  In September 2002, an Environmental Assessment (EA) was performed.  
The EA was revised in July 2004. 
 
The purpose and need for the OR/Fort Hill Facility Plan is identified as increasing safety, 
decreasing congestion, and improving mobility.  A draft facility plan has been developed.  It 
is intended that the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) will adopt the plan in early 
2022.  An overview of the preliminary design concepts was provided along with that of the 
preferred concept. 
 
MWACT members discussed design issues.  Mitch Teal commented that the Fort Hill 
Restaurant access issues need to be resolved.  Additional discussion continued related to 
the merits of Stop signs versus Stop signals along with truck clearance issues at Kissing 
Rock.  Vice Chair Cathy Clark commented that she supports grade separation as a safety 
feature here. 
 
Agenda Item 2.   Federal Funding Update 
 
Trevor Sleeman, ODOT, provided an overview regarding the status of federal 
transportation funding.  In essence, the proposed legislation is a combination of basic 
reauthorization funding, new programming and funding, and special one-time 
infrastructure package funding spread out over a five-year time period.  Congress has not 
finalized a federal transportation infrastructure bill as yet.  Changes are likely to occur. 
 
Agenda Item 4.   Active Transportation Needs Inventory (ATNI) 
 
Ken Shonkwiler, ODOT, provided an overview related to the statewide ATNI including its 
development process.  The ANTI was developed through a three-step process: 
 
1. Inventory of bike lanes, sidewalks, and shoulders – Field Data Collection 
2. Assessing Gaps and Deficiencies – No Existing Facility, Existing facility that doesn’t meet 

ODOT standards, and Existing Facility that meets ODOT Standard. 
3. Evaluating six factors based on the NCHRP1 803: Active Trans Priority Tool: 

 
− Safety-Weight 8- 

Pedestrian/Bike crash frequency 
Pedestrian/Bike crash risk factors 

 
1 NCHRP-National Cooperative Highway Research Program-Report 803 
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− Equity-Weight 7-Transprotation disadvantaged communities 
− Connectivity-Weight 6- 

Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress 
Fills a gap in an area surrounded by existing facilities 
Access to transit 

− Demand-Weight 4- 
Access to essential destinations 
Bicycle tourism routes 

− Existing Conditions-Weight 4-Presence of existing conditions 
− Stakeholder Input-Weight 2-Local Plans/TSP Priorities 

 
MWACT members discussed the merits of using painted lines on roads to separate bike 
facilities.  Concern was expressed regarding the safety of this method of separating cars 
and bikes.  
 
Agenda Item 5.   ODOT Open House for Bike/Ped Strategic Project Funding Projects 

(150% list) 
 
Mike Jaffe reported that an online open house related to bicycle and pedestrian project 
funding may be accessed at: 
 
https://odotopenhouse.org/pedestrian-and-bicycle-strategic 
 
Potential project locations are illustrated on a statewide map on the website (Station #2).  
Information related to proposed projects may be accessed by clicking on the dots on the 
map. 
 
Station #3 on the website includes a map of proposed project locations along with a survey 
requesting comments related to individual projects and the proposed project list overall. 
Comments regarding individual projects are limited to 2 projects.   
 
Mr. Jaffe announced that comments will be accepted until October 31, 2021. 
 
Agenda Item 6.   Critical Oregon Airport Relief 
 
Vice Chair Cathy Clark informed the group that the sixth cycle of the Critical Oregon Airport 
Relief (COAR) program has begun.  As of today, 38 applications for projects have been 
received. 
 
Tom Hammer, Yamhill County Private Sector Representative, remarked that he is 
interested in this issue, and he would like to gain experience/knowledge in this area.  Vice 
Chair Clark responded that the meeting will be open to the public.  She encouraged him to 
attend. 

https://odotopenhouse.org/pedestrian-and-bicycle-strategic
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Agenda Item 7.  ACT Chairs Meeting 
 
Chair Ken Woods requested feedback from MWACT members related to what they would 
like to address with the members of the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC).  
MWACT members discussed issues that they have with the diminished role of the ACTs in 
an advisory capacity to the OTC.  In previous years, ACTs have provided vital input to the 
OTC regarding issues of regional importance.  Current response from the OTC is lacking.  
The last time several ACT members testified before the OTC, the OTC members didn’t ask 
any questions or appear interested in their testimony.  
 
Agenda Item 8.  Other Business 
 
 Biennial Report Update-Dan Fricke informed the group that the OTC has indicated 

that it is unnecessary for the ACT to submit biennial reports. 
 
 Connect Oregon-Applications for Marine, Rail, and Aviation projects will be accepted 

until October 29, 2021. 
 
 The next MWACT meeting will likely be in December.  It is proposed to have “A 

Blueprint in Urban Design” as one of the presentations at that meeting.  
 

Chair Ken Woods adjourned the meeting at 5:51 p.m. 



Mid-Willamette Valley Area Commission on Transportation (MWACT) 
Steering Committee Meeting 

Summary of Comments 
MWVCOG Conference Room 

100 High St. SE, Suite 200 
Salem, OR 97301 

Thursday, November 4, 2021 
 

This meeting was a call-in meeting with people attending via Zoom.   
Attendance is listed as follows: 

 
 
MWACT Steering Committee Members Present 
 
Cathy Clark, 2021 Vice Chair, Keizer Mayor 
Anna Henson, ODOT Region 2  
Michael Langley, Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
Lyle Mordhorst, Polk County Board of Commissioners 
Della Seney, Hwy. 22E Corridor, Aumsville City Council 
Ken Woods, Jr., 2021 Chair, Dallas City Council 
 
Additional MWACT Members Present 
 
Cynthia Thompson, YCTA 
 
Others Present 
 
Dan Fricke, ODOT Region 2 
Mike Jaffe, MWVCOG-MWACT/SKATS Staff 
Lori Moore, MWVCOG-MWACT/SKATS Staff 
Karen Odenthal, MWVCOG/SKATS Staff 
 
Chair Ken Woods, Jr., called the steering committee meeting to order at 3:34 p.m.   
 
Referencing the e-mail that he sent out last night prior to the meeting, Chair Ken Woods, Jr., 
reported that the timeline for MWACT to provide input related to the roles, responsibilities, 
and function of Area Commissions on Transportation (ACTs) has been extended.  The new 
deadline for comments is December 31, 2021.  Chair Woods suggested that the purpose of 
today’s meeting should be to brainstorm potential comments to the OTC to be provided to 
all MWACT members for review and discussion at the December 2, 2021 MWACT meeting.  
The final response would be determined at the December 2 meeting. 
 
Chair Woods provided an overview of the meeting that he and other ACT chairs had on 
October 13, 2021.  Julie Brown, OTC and Amanda Pietz, ODOT, were also in attendance.  
Representatives from 7 of the 12 ACTs attended the meeting.  Representatives from the 
other five ACTs did not attend the meeting. 
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Chair Woods noted that due to his years of experience and that of Mike Montero from 
Medford, the OTC requested that they direct the discussion.  Chair Woods reported that the 
meeting was not to provide the OTC with support for projects but to provide input 
regarding the proposed revisions to the ACTS Operation Policy.1  
 
Chair Woods announced that of the anticipated new federal funds, a majority of the funds 
may be applied to the new interstate bridge and the Rose Quarter.  He noted that those 
projects are not in the MWACT area.  He and Mr. Montero emphasized the need for better 
communication between the OTC and ACTs.  They related that the ACTs have little 
influence related to investments in transportation projects; and when the ACTs do provide 
input, the OTC apparently doesn’t listen to them as indicated by their failure to ask 
questions of the people providing testimony to them. 
 
Chair Woods reported that the OTC provided a brief overview of the Enhance program.  He 
observed that Safety does not seem to be is a high priority to MWACT members.  As the 
MWACT region is centrally located to travel in all directions in the state, safety issues are a 
high priority to MWACT members.  Response from the OTC was that safety is a component 
of every project.  Chair Woods commented that if that is the case, it should be a visible 
project component. 
 
Equity is another issue.  Chair Woods asked what the OTC definition is of “equity.”  The OTC 
could not provide a definition of what they mean by “equity.”  Chair Woods reiterated 
historical comments that he has provided related to how in previous years, each region in 
the state prioritized their projects with the idea that one or two of their projects would be 
funded.  Now, the state legislature prioritizes projects without regional input. 
 
Mike Jaffe asked who attended from the OTC.  Dan Fricke responded that Julie Brown, OTC 
was at the meeting.  He noted that she is promoting the concept of OTC liaisons to the ACTs. 
 
Vice Chair Cathy Clark commented that a lot of work went into the creation of the ACTS. 
She emphasized the importance of understanding the varying transportation needs across 
the state.  Discussion continued related to the composition of other ACTs.  Chair Woods 
advocated keeping membership at a manageable number and noted the groups 
represented should have one vote for regional purposes.  That promotes working 
cooperatively. 
 
Referencing the proposed changes to roles, responsibilities, and function of Area 
Commissions on Transportation (ACTs), Chair Woods commented that he doesn’t find the 

 
1 Distributed as attachments in both clean and track changes format via Chair Woods’ November 3, 2021, 
e-mail. 
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proposed changes particularly onerous, with the exception of the seventh bullet on page 
one of the document related to “equity.”  He stated that no one has defined “equity.” 
 
Dan Fricke remarked that he doesn’t find many notable changes with the exception of 
taking out references to the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and 
projects in the STIP. 
 
Mike Jaffe commented that he didn’t see many substantive changes except for the mention 
of an OTC liaison attending at least one ACT meeting of each ACT annually with the 
designation of two OTC members to each ACT.  Each ACT may see one of their liaisons each 
year with perhaps the other designated liaison attending the following year, or maybe the 
same liaison would attend both years.  Mr. Jaffe expressed concern related to lip service 
being paid to MWACT representatives when they testify before the OTC.  He expressed a 
notable lack of communication between MWACT and the OTC.  In particular, when MWACT 
members provide direct testimony to the OTC related to MWACT priorities while the OTC 
later remarks that they have no idea what are MWACT’s priorities.  The OTC should be 
aware of issues throughout the state.  The OTC is updated regarding Portland issues at 
every meeting while other areas of the state do not receive this kind of attention.  Mr. Jaffe 
noted that he wasn’t surprised by the lack of attendance at the October 13 meeting. 
 
Chair Woods reiterated his frustration with the MWACT providing essentially the same list 
of regional priorities every year to the OTC and being ignored.  He said even a response that 
the MWACT priority projects will never be funded would demonstrate some appearance of 
listening.  In that case, the region could potentially seek other funding for the projects that 
have been of high priority for several years.  Mr. Jaffe responded that one method for OTC 
members to keep track of each region’s priorities would be to keep a prioritized list of 
projects from each ACT in one place that could be consulted.  Chair Woods noted that 
MWACT is intended to be advisory to the OTC.  It doesn’t say that MWACT advises ODOT.  
He expressed concern that ACT priorities are not ODOT’s priorities.  Meanwhile, many 
parts of the state highway system are falling apart. 
 
Chair Woods suggested that Mike Jaffe and Dan Fricke review the proposed changes and 
identify areas of importance to MWACT members that can be discussed by the full MWACT 
membership at the December MWACT meeting. 
 
Dan Fricke noted that he was pleased that there was no reference to mandating 
membership to the ACTs.  MWACT members have historically indicated their preference to 
maintain current representation.  Regional consensus is more difficult to achieve with a 
large membership.  Also, many MWACT members have noted that they represent a broad 
spectrum of multi-modal interests within their corridors and jurisdictions. 
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Referencing page 7 of the document, Mike Jaffe noted that several groups are identified as 
potential commission members, but the only mandatory condition is that 50 percent of the 
membership of an ACT should be elected officials. 
 
Referencing a Technical Advisory Committee (MWACT TAC), Chair Woods commented that 
the MWACT TAC has been useful in the past but are currently convened on an “as needed”  
basis.  They haven’t been needed for quite some time. 
 
Steering committee members emphasized the need for clarification of terms used in the 
document such as “equity.”  There are many kinds of equity.  
 
Referencing the sentence, “An ACT must have a voting membership which is reflective of its 
socio-demographic population and interest groups,” Michael Langley commented that it is a 
complicated way of saying, “make sure you represent your population.” 
 
Vice Chair Cathy Clark commented that this terminology seems to be part of an ongoing 
effort by the Oregon governor, the Department of Land Conservation and Development 
(DLCD), and the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) to bring environmental 
justice and climate issues into the transportation project selection process.  Regardless of 
the language used, Vice Chair Clark stated that the region’s priorities/projects will not be 
changed.  The prioritization process already encompasses numerous criteria and 
performance measures including the anticipated impact of proposed projects to people and 
the environment.   
 
Dan Fricke concurred that there are complicated words being used without clear definition 
of their meaning and relevance.  What do these words mean in the context of the rules?   
 
Anna Henson, ODOT, expressed concern regarding the amount of red ink (strikeouts) in the 
section related to ODOT responsibilities.  She also has concern about the lack of clarity 
regarding terms such as equity. 
 
Della Seney concurred with the concern expressed by others regarding the lack of response 
from the OTC.  Lyle Mordhorst commented that without definitive descriptions and 
direction, time and efforts will be wasted without achieving anything, just causing more 
confusion.  He advocated completing projects before starting new ones.  
 
Mike Jaffe asked steering committee members if they wished to draft a response that 
includes support for their priority projects.  Or, due to the lack of feedback from the OTC, do 
they want to skip it?  Chair Woods commented that if MWACT gives up, it is ensured that 
nothing will get done.  He feels that it is worth one more effort to communicate with the 
OTC.  He requested that Dan Fricke and Mike Jaffe devise a draft response expressing the 
concerns raised at today’s meeting to be discussed by the full membership at the December 
MWACT meeting. 
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Referencing some of the undefined terminology, Vice Chair Clark suggested that MWACT 
could define the words for the OTC.   
 
Vice Chair Cathy Clark suggested an aggressive approach related to the MWACT priority list 
of projects.  She suggested demonstrating how these projects impact climate and how they 
impact everyone.  The benefits of these projects include allowing people to get to work and  
how they get there.  She recommended explaining to the OTC in depth why the MWACT 
projects are good projects and they have been vetted and supported for a reason.  They 
were, and are, needed.  Chair Woods concurred with Vice Chair Clark’s comments. 
 
Cynthia Thompson, YCTA, commented via the Chat Feature2 asked if the OTC needs the 
ACTs.  Perhaps the OTC needs t o be reminded of what they would lose without ACT input.  
She does not favor advice from “advisory” committees being ignored.   
 
Chair Woods commented that without MWACT, he doesn’t think that a lot of projects in the 
tri-county area would ever be funded.  Michael Langley supported MWACT members 
providing the definitions of obstruse terminology. 
 
Discussion continued related to the potential increase in transportation funding from the 
federal IIJA act.  Mr. Langley advocated applying potential additional transportation funding 
toward larger projects that might not otherwise be completed. 
 
Commissioner Lyle Mordhorst commented on the consistency of MWACT support for 
projects that have been thoroughly vetted and have consensus support from MWACT for 
them.  This consistency should be a huge statement in itself.  That consistent voice  
 
Chair Woods requested that Dan Fricke and Mike Jaffe review the proposed changes to the 
roles, responsibilities, and function of Area Commissions on Transportation (ACTs) to 
determine that it should be supported by MWACT.  He also concurred with Vice Chair Clark 
and Mr. Langley regarding MWACT providing the OTC with definitions for terminology 
such as “equity” and “socio-demographic.” 
 
Regarding comments made by Michael Langley, Mike Jaffe suggested having someone 
present information on what the options are for spending IIJA funds at the December 
MWACT meeting.  He doesn’t think that is possible for the ACTs to provide relevant input 
without knowing this information.   
 
By consensus of those present at today’s meeting, this item will be reviewed by the full 
MWACT membership at their December 2, 2021 meeting.  At that time, a response to be 
submitted to ODOT and the OTC will be developed and finalized. The meeting concluded at 
4:46 p.m. 

 
2 See attached material for full comments provided by Ms. Thompson. 
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Chat message from YCTA/Cynthia Thompson. 

 

I am just listening in so I hope you don't mind if I ask a question/comment.  Does OTC/ODOT need the 
ACTS, what are the legal requirements or the biggest reason the OTC/ODOT needs ACTS.   It seems 
maybe as an ACT we need to remind the powers that be that they NEED us therefore they NEED to listen 
to the ACTs or have a better way for the ACTS to feel like they have a purpose that actually results in 
outcomes and priorities desired by the regional ACTS.   

 

What would ODOT/OTC lose if the ACTS didn't exist.   I know what it says on paper but it seems what is 
on paper is not what is happening in reality.   Personally, I am always an advocate for listening and 
respecting any advisory committee that I support as an admin person.  I just hate when organizations 
treat advisory committee's as rubber stamp groups that the only time they listen to them or want to 
engage with them is when they (i.e. OTC) needs a rubber stamp/support for an initiative or project etc.   
The road needs to go both ways. 
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ODOT to receive over $1 billion in transportation funding
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News Release

ODOT to receive more than $1 billion in
transportation funding
Oregon Transportation Commission Chair Bob Van Brocklin releases statement on
passage of federal infrastructure package

Nov. 7, 2021

For more information, contact Kevin Glenn or 503-480-5143

SALEM -- The Oregon Department of Transportation will receive over $1 billion dollars in
additional transportation funding as part of the federal infrastructure package.

The money will go toward projects around the state that will benefit drivers, transit riders,
cyclists and pedestrians, help maintain roads and bridges, and address climate change.

We’re still analyzing the legislation to determine exactly how much funding ODOT will
receive and where it will spend the money. Many projects are ready for construction, and
others are in the final stages of planning so we should be able to move quickly.

We plan to release additional details this week and will hold a press conference for
members of the media to speak to department leadership. We’ll announce details on that
press conference soon.

Oregon Transportation Commission Chair Bob Van Brocklin released the following
statement on the bill’s passage:

“This past weekend Congress completed work on the largest infrastructure finance bill in
history. Once signed by the president, the $1.2 trillion bill will allow ODOT to address a
number of major challenges in our state.

“The Oregon Transportation Commission and ODOT will direct these funds, combined
with state funding from the Oregon Legislature, to make real progress on Oregon’s
transportation priorities. Specifically, some $1.2 billion will be allocated to our state in the
next five years for highway and bridge construction and maintenance, safety
improvements, mass transit investments, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, electric vehicle
charging stations, and efforts to reduce carbon emissions from transportation sources.

“These resources will help us address congestion, which is increasing in our urban areas
as the state’s population continues to grow; freight mobility, earthquake recovery
preparedness, passenger rail, and other elements of the comprehensive mobility system
we seek to create. All of this work will focus on improving our economy, our environment,
and the quality of life of all Oregonians. Working together, we can attain this vision.

“In anticipation of this major new commitment at the federal level, beginning in 2020, the
Oregon Transportation Commission and ODOT began working on a number of changes to
create a modern transportation system that prioritizes equity, climate, safety, and the
delivery of reliable transportation options to serve the diverse need of our citizens and
businesses across the state. These early efforts position us to quickly invest the federal
funds we receive and additional funds we will seek from new and continuing federal grant
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programs authorized by the bill Congress passed last weekend.

“The Oregon Transportation Commission and ODOT are deeply grateful for the hard work
of our federal delegation to make this historic legislation a reality. We look forward to
putting these new resources to work to build a better future for the people of Oregon.”

Learn how we’re evolving to build a modern transportation system 
based on sufficient funding and equity.

www.oregon.gov/odot/Pages/SAP
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